Black Hills Road Trip , Rerun

Nothing like a road trip to the Black Hills to remind ydwhy you ride. We decided that for our 1@vedding
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this trip came about, and it satisfied all three of those conditions. We decided we would take a week and ride at our ow
pace and make a swing through the Black Hills, wesito northeast Wyoming, down to Casper to visit the kinfolk, and
then back to Cheyenne through Laramige only real advanced planning we did was to look at a map and make
reservations at hotels in the towns we wanted to visit. The rest of the ride would be totally open. We would be
spontaneous and ride whatever roads wantedandyvisit the sites we wanted to seﬁust as long as we made it to our
picked hotel by the end of the day. e :

Packing for any bike trip is always an exercise in
decision making. Trying to foresee exactly what |
gear and clothing 2 dzZQNX 3JI2Ay 3 (2
tough for me( | had some badss local -Bhirts | :
wanted to sport in distant townsput damn near
impossible formywifelk. R2y Qi 1y 26
think they need to bring all dhe things they bring
on trips. Fellagiest assured, if you have any extra
NE2Y Ay . h!'w fdaA3r 3¢
a2YS 27F @ 2 deNthednkaht®n®, &ings { §
to make sure yowo have with you on a road trip
are: tool kit; quart of oi[SYN 3)fix-a-flat kit; and, - '

of course, your rain gear. Other than thatyéu T 200CReRRRIESAlldaded up and readio
have a credit card or enough cash, everythiise KAG 0KS NEBIFR® {dNb K2 LK
is optional Kinda makes mentnk ofthe simpler

times before | got married 10 yearsréar, back whereverything | owned fit perfectly in the bk of my pickup truck.
Back hen | only eeded three things to go on a
road trip: tent, sleeping bag,aoler.

the ,”Tbikes doing parked in front of a motel? Need to

We started out by ridingip US 85 to Torrington.
¢CKFdiQa | 322R NRIFIR FyR |
morning there is NO traffic. Aert breakin T-
town to gas up and get a drink and we were back
on the road to LuskJS 85 from Lingle to Lusk is
an evenbetter stretch of pavementThis road is
lightly traveled so you can really open it up and
cruise. There are big sweeper curves that follow
the Rawhide Creek Drainage and tmyt over
huge hills giving you a view for miles and miles.
This route parallelde old Cheyenn®eadwood
Stage route and is a real pleasure to ride. Not
hard imagining what the folks taking the old
stage saw back in the day because there isn't
: anyone out there. The view of the Rawhide
Buttes from this road is FANTASTIC! WYDOT keepsthNR I R Ay SEOSttSyid akKl LS | yR

From Lusk we headed eastarNebraska on US 20. This raadn good shape butas no shoulder, buhen again, no

traffic either. Western Nebraska is scenic with rolling hills and pine treeoébstrrison. We stopped at Ft. Robinson to
see the place where Crazy Horse was kitet877. Ft. Robinson is VERY COOLSutRA Ry Qi adtr e f 2y 3
like a thunderstorm was building to the west and we needed to make Hot Springs, SD tolspaight. So we took off,
gassed up in Chadron, and pointed the bikes north into South Dakiogastretchof US 385rom Chadron to Hot

Springss a good road, butather unremarkable, at least until you got closer to the southern end of the BlackTH#is.

the views started to get a lot better.
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makes booking a room that much easier. We stayed at the Best Western and it wagmeatlyVe got a room with a
Jacuzziub, and they have a free Continental breakfast in the morning so you can get crackingedilyy Qa t f dzy 3
great place to go swim, and the Mammoth Site is areally coolmuseindz 32 G G @A aA (re.®Rel K 6 K

— — » themboth two thumbs, way up. I y Q4 GStt &2dz I 62 dzi
Hot Springs because we had knocked a few lztke end of the daynd
decided to just wallacross the street from the Best Western to the Dairy
Queen for achilidog, fries, ad a malt

We started day two riding US 385 north to Custer. Thisigarsweet

road with wide shoulders and big sweeping turns up and down the hills, in
and out of the forest. It runs through a portion of Wind Cave National
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were movingon pretty good trying to get to Custer earlWe blasted

through Pringle, past the old sawmill and other small town stuff (gas
station, bar/cafe, post officeand the ubiquitous 14X7RsPringle, SD

lookSR fA1S | 022t ftAGGES G206y (2 OA
stop¢ we were on a mission. We needed to get to Custer and dump our
gear so we could ride around the Central Hills unencumbered.

The Best Western in Custens reallyrider friendlyand allowed usheck
into our room early. We had planned to just drop our gear at the front
desk and have them hold it until we got done touring later that

N ; Copmpihs \ afternoon/early eveningthen check inBut our room was ready earbo
we checked mdropped our gear and lit du We ran past Crazy Horse Monument beaws already know that place
well. In 2004 we did the Volksmar¢ghK SNE ¢S 320 (2 K Al S dzLJ zar’nmvﬁth 1D,R0D other y dz)
enthusiasts. Thee were several Indian kids on . -

our bus from where wéad to park for the
Volksmarchg way out in the field near the
highway. They were from some of the
Reservations in South Dakota. These guys
registeredfor the marchand then ran the whole
route, upthe face of the monumenand then
back down the mountainyhich is no small feat. |
A Voksmarch is set up to ba 10 Kand this one i
is uphill through the forest for the first 4 miles.
WOW. To be in th&ind of shapat takes to run
up that mountain ando have that kind of
energy is only a dream for me.

Our firststop was Hill City. US 385 winds W Hey, what did you buy g
through the Hills from Crazy Horse rather nicely . at Hill City Harley?,

down into Hill City. The road iside, big and fast
and you can really move on it. Jist ready to
shut itdown at theHill Gty limits. We walked around a little iHlill City and hit the Harley Boutique shop where they sell
a few accessories but mostlyHMotorclothes and the like. The weather was partly cloudy with temps in the high 60s
low 70s- absolutely perfect for riding.

From there we lit out for Keystoren US 160 have lunch and then ride the Needles Highway. Keystone was really busy,
probably because it is just below Mt. Rushmore. We had a little trouble finding a parking place. While we were having
lunch, there was some kind of commotigning on outm on MainSreet. Aguy,he had to be 7 feet taljressed like a
teamster from the 180Qscomplete with long hair and a big moustacheas walkig up and down the middle of Main
Streetcracking a 12 foot long bull whip. It was fun watching the tourigtaging around him snapping pictures and



stopping traffic from the comfort of our table while we
were having lunch. The Black Hills are nothing if not
being all about that Western Experience.

After lunch it was time for some serious ridivge took

off on US 16/eading southo dart riding the Iron
Mountain RoadThis is that cool road that halise pig

tails and tunnels. There apaces with pullouts where

you can stop and look through the trees to see Mt.
Rushmore.This road is real narrogespeciallyat the
tunnels- and you need to stay alert on all the blind
corners in case someone coming the other way in a
cageis poachinghe centerline.This whole route was

nice and cool because of the Black Hills National Forest.
There are enough clearings alotng way for you scan

: the skies to see if a thunderstorm is building to the

west. Iron Mountain Road drops you into Custer State Park where you have to pay an entrance fee of $6 per bike (but
AGQa 3I22R FT2NJ 1 RI&a :

You ca@make it out in this picture, buf "
that® Mount Rushmore through the tree:

Once in the park, we took a left turn the = s
south so we could ride the Wildlife Loop. & -
This is one really nice stretch of road "
0SOFdzaS AiliQa Y2aidf ¢
big sweepers over and around the hills.
June is a good time to be there because
everything is green and lughand there
are dl the baby animalsIraffic was a little g
heavier on the Loop, probably because of
all the baby animals, so we were stopping
a lot. Buffalo caused the biggest traffic
jams. It seemed like once a herd of them &
stepped onto pavement, they were going
to stay here simply to piss off the
humans. They were iabsolutelyNO
HURRY to move.

r

Yet amther Buffalo caused traffic j jam

The Wildlife Loop eventually curves north ™ life Loop in Custet® ark.

and hooks up with SD State Route 87 where |t climbs up Mt Coolldge to the lookout pomt at 6,023 feet. From here yoL
can see the bigouth Dakota prairito the eastand the Black Hills in all the other directiol$e rode SD 87 down Mt.
Coolidge and took a right where it meets US 16A. Heading east for aboutar sileve came to Stockade Lake. SD 87
goes north againight hereand this is where Needles Highway begins. This road is back into the forestagaiere

are A LO®f deer in there. We almost hit a doe that jumped out of nowhere to cross the road right in frost dfwisty

and narrow, this rod is a fun ride, bué 2 dz NBtivistthe Ol Y@ -

throttle on it. Too many cages either coming the other way, or takingss
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to wait until they decide to pull over to look at somethiggvhich
dzadzl t £ & AayQd f2y3o

The tunnels usually always cause traffic jamsron Mountain and =
Needles Highwag S OF dza S (i K S.@Qs\ks wiat toystbpNI~
3SG 2FF GKSANIOA1S&a 2NJ 2dzi 27F :
gKe GKFrd Aad LG 2dzomingkhe dihetway &
when you start into a tunnel. More than once waw someone start

to a tunnel anly to stop real quick to allow the people coming the

Just twoof many tunnels on Iron 7
Mountain Road and Needles Highwa



other way to get pastRule of the road in a tunnel is who ever gets in there first
has the right ofvay. The other source of traffic jams is any turn out along the
road. People are either pulling into or out of one along the way. It was
something to watch out forinmilvdzy S L OFy 2yt & AYIl 3]
the Rally.

By the time we got to th top of Needles Highwagtorm clouds were building
and a thunderstorm was definitely on the way. We decided not to stop at the
Eyeof-the Needleto check it out, but rather to haul asat leastas fast as

traffic would allow to get back to Custer beforge got soaked. We made it,
but just barely.

The next morning we packed up and headed for Rapid City. The weather was
~ perfect so we decided to ride back up to the tfe¢he-Needle to check out
. what we missedhe day before. Early mornlng is the time tetgut on the
road in the Black :
Hills if you have to
5 : get somewhere
ahead of the crowds. We got up anddbarom the Eye and
were on our way to Rapid. We rode the rest of Needles
Highway past Sylvan Lake and over to the junction with U
385.That stretch hd another tunnel and some really tight
switch-backs coming down the mountagwvery sweet.
Thenwe took a right turn and it wagn to Hill City where
we stopped for lunch at the Dairy Quednwas starting to
look like ve kinda had a Dairy Queen thingiigg on this
trip.

Needles Highway Summjestside,

After lunch we continued up 385 to Pactola Ldl&.385 is idlwhete the Eyet TheNesd e i

probably the best road in the Hills for higher speed cruisin :
Back when it was built, the design speed was 75 MPH so the curves are big and wide and the sight distanges are lon
Good shoulders so you have maneuvering room. You can really open it up on thid/eathde it to Pactola in no
GAYSZ YR dzyf Saa @&2dzQNB rébﬂyi\ ﬁyQa g A Y‘B’Lﬂtﬁl@(ﬂtmmmﬁtWM&B@Z 0
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We stopped just 2
long enough to
take some pictures,
use the restrooms,
and then get back
on the road again
We could see rain
clouds building to
the west and we
wanted to make
e e Al a Rapid before we
ng a break at the Paciola Turat. THISTAN gotd 2+ 1 SR® ¢KFidQa GKS GKAYy3 oAdl
of the world. The mornings always start out absolutely beautiful,
not a cloud in the sky. Babout2:00 in the afternoon the clouds
FNB &adFNIAy3a G2 o0dzAf R I yrRin béaral&ipparBulvtte dain énkidks/the fiatid@vn and Q a
washes the dirt and mud off the road. Then it clears off and the evenings are fresh and clean. With that kind of natural
wash and rinse cyckhat we get almost every ddpr the roads we ride onut here, why would you live anywhere else?

] ,vement place for a public restroom.
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from the road. Seems like Rapid City is spreading west more ¢
moreinto the Hills. And the traffic we encountered the closer w
got to Rapid sure increased with the number of homes we saw
FNRBY GKS NRIR® / | W.dflilivedl in Rapi8 |
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Rapid City is about the size of Cheyenne but spread out throu
the valley floors on the east edge thfe Hills. We were staying atil
the Howard Johnsons in Rapid. That place is fine, but theze
lot better places to stay in that town, | think anyway.

lyeliAYS @2dz2QNB 2y GKS NRIR &
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what we did. We had to visit Black Hills Harley in Rapid. We EEEsE. £ ;

couldnot believe our eyes when we saw Jim Roshiek at the Parts CounterI Jlm always took care dn‘eue in

Cheyenne and we weteappy to see himTrue to form, Jimdd to make sure our bikes were in perfatiape, and if

not, Jim was going to geis cutsin line. Our bikesvere fine,l YR ¢S @GAaAGSR 6AGK WAY F2NJ
: - and wanted us to tell everyone back in Cheyenne Hello from

him.

That night we hit the Firehoudgrewery andRestaurant in
downtown Rapid City. Give that place 2 thumbs WAY, WAY
UPLGQa& Ay GKS 2fR R2gylG26y wl
very cool outdoor patio where we sathe German Potato

soup was to die for,and K I (i y A 3 K (it@e&XCajinLJS O A
Prime Ri,anditg | & LJ Sy Ge LX Sydeée YI Y
The Firehous8rewery $ worth the trip to Rapid onstown.
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going back. It was that goo®h, and the beers are pretty

good too.

The next morning itvas off to Deadwood by way of the

: Nemo RoadThis is one of the best kept secrets in the Black
Hills. Nemo Road has some of the best twisties and sweet views anywhere. It rolls through some spectacular hill count
and past beautiful creeks. There aretgua few residences along this routeloser to Rapid City, but during the middle

of the daythere is very little traffic. Wetspped in atthe Nemo Br and Grill for a burger aracold oneThe food and

the hospitality werelst rate. This is a great rtauto get from Rapid to Deadwood and not have the traffic@® lor SD

SR 44Just as we were getting ready to leave it started raining. So we hung out a little longer to let the shower pass.
Once it passed we jumped out on the road again. Rolling up NRwad it was kinda hard to see what kind of weather is
building to the west becausef all the hills and trees. Age got onto US 385 from Nemo Road and started up

Strawberry Hill we got caught in a real heavy downpour. This one absolutely soaked usieetarald get to

DeadwoodWe
checked into
Cadillac Jacks
and some how
my gal had
wrangled a
suite for a
regular room
rate. Man, it

. was nice. We
stayed juslong
enough to get
out of our wet

ays gotta check out the local
Dealershlehen youee on the road

Where the hell is evervbo




duds (the rain passed just as we got to Deadwood, of coursephamdit out for Sturgis. We hat hit Stugis Harley and
OKSO1l 2dzi GKS G246y ® ¢KIFdG LXLFOS A& §ibtofdbre frohts advacari lotsi 2 [4
GAGK GUMadwIAff i &4 SAAIYALLRYABRIREBAQRENR2Y it NBy (S RVebdded
back to Deadwood where Laura had some initial success at gangahid should have quit) but gaiteall back and then
a2YS® | SNBQA | ¢ RiNdurga¥ A B Kdfaid Srénbeyry abdRsibt@niachines. No good will ever
come from it.

The next morning it was time to head for Sundance. Our pla
was to ride through Lead, Sthento Cheyenne Crossing and

P N
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then doNn Spearfish Canyoh. G K2 dzZ3 K& L QR
pictures as w rode down Spearfish Canyon. That ride
is so swet but these pictures suck so much that they
R 2 yii@that stretch of road justice. You just have to
ride that canyon yourself to know how nice it really is. We hit
{LISFNFAEGKI KIR f degrditout foriSuralghsedry | f F
' 1-90.We gassed up in Beulah, Wyoming and stopped at the Vore
Buffalo Jumpust a few miles to the wesThat place is a must see
g KSy @& 2 dzQ NXBlobady knéwkaBoutlth XBdredump until the
early 70s when WYDOT was buitdhtpn @ L G Q& | y I { dzN
the Indians drove Buffalo intfrom 1500 Auntil the early 1800s.
With the evoltion of their horse culturesink holeanimal traps
becameless necessary to their survivlihe site was used by five or
more differenti NA 6 S& 2@0SNJ I tf GK2aS &S| |
of how hard it would be to drive a bunch of buffalo towards one
place with out the aid of horses or motorcycles.tlwould be an
incredibleexercisen logisticsand coordinationto be sure.

Stormsbuildingover the Blak Hillsseen from
the gas stdon in Beulah, Wyoming.

Wegot to the Sundance Best Wesger 6 dzii O 2 dzt
yet. Howeverthey did let us drop our bags and fiethem _
safebehindthedeslb KAt S 6S NBRS (KS .
l'a FIENIFa LQY O2yOSNYSR:z
ride we did the whole ip. Wide open from Sundance on U
mn (02 5S@OAfQa ¢26SNI Wdzy O A
up and over big hills and pine glades, past abandoned |
homesteads and working ranché&his is Wyoming at its
o0Sadao 1221 F NRIAKG i mOSDA
WYO 24 to the Towe6Get it up, get it on, we rollethto the
best turrrout on that road for the obligatory pictures.
Seems like everyordriving WYO 24 stops at that turnout
for a picture. We had to wait for a couple RVs pull out so
0 KSe ¢ 2bszicRolirYiéw. Ro worries, it gave us time




to have a drink and stretch a little before getting our shots and hitting the road again.

We pulled off at the turn up to the Tower and debated whether or toagpay the $6.00 per bike to ride up and lookitat
fNEY GKS olFlaS® ¢KSNB gta | FFHANI&@ f2y3 fAyS 2F OFNE |
Then, of course, when we got

done taking pictures and a swig of

something cool, there was no line
to get in. We elected to keep
going on the loop anyway and
stop in Hulett.

2§ KAG / WedORamous & s
RodeoBar in Hulett for a break
and a cold one. There was anothe
group of riders in town just leaving
when we got thereThis whole
trip we saw scattered groups of
riders, from 2 ta20, all through
~the Hills.Saw a lot of trikes too.
- Andfor the most partgraffic really
~ was light. MidJune is a good time [
G2 @AaAi lwaktthe & 2 dz|§
crowds.

Pulling out of Hulett WYO 24 starts to climb the bench above the Belle
R e Fourche Riveritthen heads into scattered patches of pine trees as you
keep climbing into the Bear Lodge Mountains. Just before you get to Alva, Wyoming from the west there is a sink hole
from an underground water seep that is eating up the road. WYDOT has been tryyagfsito stop this thing, but
nothing seems to work. The plan is to dig the whole thing agtinandtheninstalla reinforced concrete retaining wall
This is about all there is to Ay 2ysS f. bad ST¥¥F2NL a2 1SSLI TN
IR WA eltae ple oo Work, the road will have to be rerouteaivay from Alva to the
"\ or youWILLmiss it. tune of millions of buckdBe aware of this oigoing
: O2yadNHOGA2Y 6KSYy &2dz2QNB dzLJ
probably going to be torn up for a while.

b,

ALADD|N

fLev suo |+ Y Coming down the east side of the Bear Lodge Mtns. is big on
- really wide sweepers tharop you in Aladdin, Wyoming.
¢CKSNB FTAYyQlG y20KAyYy3a G2 GKIF G
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instead we hooked it south on WYO 111 to head back to
Sundance. We got te90 and rode the frontage road ([@US

14) to Sundance. Wyoming Travel & Tourism iglmgla big
visitors center at WYO 111 an80that will really be
a2YSUKAYy3a gKSYy AdQa R2yS Ay i

¢tKSNBQa y2i G22 YdzOK (2 R2 Ay { dzy Rl yo&&hoke Bar, yHicH ik tdo falzgft S
a stumble from the Best Wester8 we did laundry and hit the rack. The next morning we took off for Casper by way of
WYO 116 down to UptorThis route has some of the best scenery in NE Wyoming. Going down WYO 116 took us
throughsome ofthe most beautiful country of the Western Black Hilsd past the American Indians' sacred site of

Inyan Kara Mountail. Q@S 0SSy G2t R (K I Gustazcratghgd his fande igtd thelrotieduriig thy I NJ-
Black Hills Expeditin of 1874. Those who know say you can still see his name today if you can ever get to climb to the
top. This is fantastic country with rolling hills topped with pine and red dirt creek beds. No wonder this place wds sacre
to the 1st Americans. When we tgim Upton,we stoppedin for lunch at Remys Diner. Pure Wyoming down home food
that didn't flatten our wallet. After lunchwe continued south on Wyoning State Route 116. We wekeocked out by



the fantastic vistas and sweeping views of the massive ThuBasin Nation Grasslands. Big rolling hills and wide
sweeping valleys devoid of any sign of mankind (except the highmaggit easy to imagine what this country looked
like when the first people arrived. This is the big buffalo country of legend andwyeth going a little out of your way
to see

From WYO 116 we turned west on WYO 450 and headed for Wright, Wyoming. This road is in fair shape, but heavily
traveled because of all the coal mine traffic. The coolest part is where the roadighhpad the North Rochelle and

North Antelope coal mines. The open pits and mining equipment are HUGE, and BNSF Railway Company has tracks &
throughout the area. This really is something to see, especially from a bike.

Wright, Wyoming is your typical boom tow
with plenty of traffic and no stop lights.
Without a doubt, the busiest place in that
village is the Exxon Gas and Convenience =
Store. We stopped there for a break and to
gas up andtretch a bit. We still had almost
100 miles yet to make Casper. Wright
definitely has some prosperity going on
0S0IFdzaS 6S RARYQU &¢
trucksc everything was late model, and |
think | saw at least one RV, ATV or boat
parked next every hasewe passedCoal
pays good.

We headed out of Wright to the Soutlast
on WYO 387. It was 52 miles to our next st
of Midwest. This stretch of road is in
excellent shapand has that cool red tint to
it because of the color of the local aggregate
used in the asphalt. WYO 387 runs up and down and around the big prigiefithe Powder River Basin. You have
great views of the Pumpkin Buttes and the Big Horn Mountains to the west. There was a fair amount of traffic on this
stretch, probably headed to and from Casper, but toat bad. The closer you get to Edgerton and Midwyéee more

trees you see on the hills. Lots of mule deer and

antelope around here to watch out for as you ride

this road.

We stopped in Midwest to use the restroom and

then took off for Caspei-25 south to Casper is in

good shape and we were happy to able to

boost our speed up to 75mph. Once in Casper, we

dropped our gear at the Parkway and took off to

GAaAl GKS (AyTF2f1 o [ dzNI

from way back. Her Dad once rebuilt an old Harley

ELKnucklehead from a basketcaseS R2 Say QI

have the Knucklehead any more but still rides. So

does her MomThey wanted to hear all about our

trip ¢ where we went, what we saw, how were the

NREIRa® LQY &dz2NE AF SOSNE
Visiting with the kinfolk in CaspeFhey were they would have liketo have made that ride with
eyeing our bikepretty closewhen we were there us.

After visiting with the folks it was time to head back to the Parkwaystgper,some cold ones and a swim in the pool.
Thenwe hit the Jacuzaib work out some of oustiffness from five days on the roatihe last parbf our trip was going
to start the next day.



